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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES 

Cornick, (Cornic, Cornix) Family. — Simon Cornix ob- 
tained a certificate from Norfolk Co. Court, May 16, 1653, for 
650 acres due for the transportation into the colony of 13 per- 
sons to wit: Jane Cornix, Martha Cornix, William Cornix, 
Thomas Cornix, Jane Simons, William Patreme, George Lawson, 
Plummer Bray, John Jennings, John Sealey, Thomas Gregory, 
John Turner and John Brock. A careful examination of the 
records in Norfolk and Princess Anne counties by Charles F. 
Mcintosh gives many interesting facts. The following is an ac- 
count of four generations of the Cornicks : 

Simon 1 Cornick, above mentioned had issue: Martha, Wil- 
liam 2 and Thomas. William 2 Cornick married twice : ( 1 ) Eliza- 
beth, probably a daughter of John, a brother of Joel Martin; 
(2) Alice, widow of Capt. Thomas V. Ivy, of Princess Anne 
Co. In 1657 he patented 500 acres called "Salisbury Plains" in 
Lynnhaven Parish. His will was proved in Princess Anne Co., in 
1700. He had issue by his wife Elizabeth: Martin, John, 3 
Joel, 3 Elizabeth married Thomas Cannon, Barbara married Capt. 
Francis Morse, William died unmarried, Simon. By his second 
wife he had issue a daughter, Alof . 

John 3 Cornix died and his will was proved in Princess Anne 
Co. in 1727. He had issue a son Lemuel, a daughter married 

Woodhouse, Mary married White and Alice married 

White. 

Joel 3 Cornix died and his will was dated and proved in 1727, 
and he had issue: Endomion, Nimrod, William married Betty 
, Joel, Henry and Pendance. 

Le Grand. — Peter (Pierre) Le Grand came to Virginia in 
the French Huguenot emigration of 1700, with his wife and five 
children. He settled at Manakintown then in Henrico Co., and 
afterwards in Goochland. Jaques Le Grand "late of La Haye, 
Holland" died in Henrico, and his will was recorded in that county 
in September, 1716. He left his property to his wife Elizabeth 
and brother John. Jaques (James) and John Le Grand were 
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doubtless sons of Peter, the emigrant. Peter Le Grand, whose 
will is recorded in Goochland, and bears date February 12, 1736- 
1737, was probably another son. He mentions his brother Jacob 
Michaux and his "children," one of whom he names as John. 
Records in Cumberland show that he had six children, the 
youngest of whom was under age in 1753. The wife of this Peter 
Le Grand was Jane Michaux, daughter of Abraham Michaux and 
Susanna Rochette, Peter Le Grand, son of this second Peter, lived 
in Goochland Co., and in 1751 married Mary Woodson, of Cum- 
berland (Quarterly, XX., p. 12). In 1758-1761 he was burgess 
for Goochland Co. He moved to Prince Edward County, of 
which he was a Burgess at the assemblies of 1 761 -1765, 1766- 
1768, 1772-1774 and 1775. He married secondly before 1767 
Lucy, daughter of Col. John Nash, of Prince Edward Co. (Deed 
of John Nash, the elder in Prince Edward County) and had by 
this marriage Nash Le Grand. 

John Le Grand, brother of Peter, married Betty , and 

died in Halifax Co. in 1784. 

Long before the first Peter Le Grand came to Virginia another 
Le Grand, John Le Grand, was enrolled in 1668 among the 
tithables of Surry County. 

Hudgins, of Mathews County. — The following statement 
comes from Mr. Russell W. Hudgins, Commissary Contractor at 
Ellis Island, New York. Houlder Hudgins, son of William and 
Mary Hudgins, was born at Liverpool, England, in 1740. His 
father was a native of Llandoff in Wales where the family was 
honored and respected for many generations. Houlder Hudgins 
settled in Gloucester Co. in 1765, and built Clifton Manor, a 
twenty-two room mansion, destroyed by fire in 1888. He was an 
officer in the Commissary department of the American Continental 
army and contributed a vessel — the Lady Charlotte, — which 
figured in the battle of Milford Haven. He was a justice of the 
Gloucester County Court and served in a similar capacity, when 
Mathews Co. was formed from Gloucester in 1790. He was a 
member of the General Assembly. His son, Houlder, the second, 
by Harriott Anderson (3rd wife), daughter of Capt. John Ander- 
son, was born at Clifton Plantation, October 2, 1799, served as 
a boy in the war of 1812 in the 62nd Regiment Virginia Militia 
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commanded by Col. Thomas Hudgins and Lt. Col. Levin Gayle 
He married Elizabeth Virginia Hunley, closely connected with 
the Tabbs and Yeatmans, of Gloucester Co. His son Houldet 
Hudgins, the third, father of our correspondent, was born 
at Clifton Plantation April 4, 1836, and educated at Col, 
John B. Cary's School at Hampton and at Columbian College 
(now George Washington University), commissioned 1st lieu- 
tenant of Company E., 24th Virginia Cavalry, and later was ap- 
pointed Captain on the Staff of Major General Alfred H. Colquitt, 
who was afterwards governor of Georgia and United States 
Senator. He served at Seven Pines, Cold Harbor, Malvern Hill, 
Gaines' Mill, Spotsylvania and the Wilderness, and had a horse 
shot under him, and was himself wounded in the foot. He died 
at the house of his son in New York City, September 1, 1908. He 
married Margaret Porter, of Newark, Delaware, daughter of 
Prof. Zachariah Porter, of Delaware College, and through his 
mother Mr. Russell W. Hudgins is a lineal descendant of Elder 
William Brewster and Edward Doty, May Flower passengers. 

Query. — Information wanted of Edmund Wyatt, and sons 
William and James, of Westmoreland Co., Va., whose descend- 
ants later lived (1741) in Stafford and Prince William counties. — 
A. E. W., Atlanta, Georgia. 

Death of Joel W. Shackelford. — Mr. Shackelford was a 
prominent business man of Denver, Colorado, and died in that 
city, January 22, 1916. He was born in Kentucky, June 2, 1851, 
and was descended from the Shackelfords, of King and Queen 
county, Virginia. His great grandfather, Joel Shackelford, com- 
manded a company of colonial troops that was present when Lord 
Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown in 1781. His father, James 
Madison Shackelford, was a prominent lawyer of Kentucky. Joel 
Shackelford received an excellent collegiate education and en- 
gaged in business first in St. Louis and then in Denver, and was 
very successful. He served in the Colorado Legislature in 1882 
and was Secretary of the Colorado delegation at the Chicago con- 
vention in 1884, which nominated Grover Cleveland, and served 
two years as President of the Denver Board of Public Works. 
Mr. Shackelford took much interest in history and genealogy. He 
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married Annie Dexter Goddard, of Denver, and left her and 
seven children surviving. He was greatly esteemed by the people 
of Denver and his death is regarded as a public loss. 

Porter, Inventor of the First Iron Vessel. — In olden 
times two brothers often had the same names, which was truer 
of the people in Norfolk and Princess Anne County than in any 
other parts of Virginia. John Porter, Jr., 1 came to Norfolk 
County about 1646. He was brother of John Porter, Sr., who 
represented Norfolk County in the House of Burgesses and was 
expelled in 1672 for "being loving to the Quakers." He married 
Mary, daughter of Col. John Sidney who was member of the 
House of Burgesses, justice of the Norfolk County Court, high 
sheriff and commander of the county. March 29, 1651, was ap- 
pointed justice of the Norfolk County court and April 21, 1656, 
was appointed high sheriff of the County. He died in 1691. 

Samuel Porter, 2 planter, (son of above), married Amy and 
died in 1698. Samuel Porter, II, 8 son of above, married Mary 
Porter, died 1718. William Porter, 4 son of above, married first 
Kezia Cawsom, secondly Patience Wright, died 1760. 

William Porter, 5 2d., son, married October 20, 1782, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Isaac Luke, gentleman, and Rachel Dale his wife. 
Was captain in the 12th Virginia Regiment and Captain of Vir- 
ginia Artillery during the Revolutionary War and served in the 
American Army from the fall of 1775 until the close of the war. 
Was a Vestryman in the Established Church. 

Joseph Porter, 6 son of above, married Frances Prichard, 
daughter of Capt. William Prichard, a soldier of the Revolution- 
ary War, December 26, 1805, and died 1831. Was a captain in 
the Virginia militia on duty at Norfolk during the War of 1812. 
Was proprietor of an extensive ship building establishment at 
Portsmouth, the largest south of the Potomac River and owned 
a number of vessels engaged in the West Indian trade. 

John L. Porter, 7 son of above, born September 19, 1813, mar- 
ried December 18, 1834, to Susan N., daughter of James and 
Martha Lockhart Buxton of Nansemond County, and died in 
December, 1893. Susan N. Buxton was granddaughter of Lieut. 
James Buxton, a soldier of the Revolution. 
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John L. Porter was educated in the local schools of Norfolk 
and Portsmouth and learned the business of ship-building under 
his father. After his father's death he carried on the business 
for a number of years. In 1846 was appointed acting Naval Con- 
structor in the U. S. Navy. In 1857 was appointed Assistant Naval 
Constructor and in 1859 was appointed full Constructor. Super- 
intended for the U. S. Government the building of the Alleghany, 
Powhatan, Constellation, Colorado, Pensacola, Seminole and 
other vessels. Was on duty at the Pensacola Navy Yard in 
January, 1861, when it was taken possession of by the Florida 
Authorities; was transferred to Washington and fitted out the 
Pawnee; and on the 16th of April, 1861, was transferred to the 
Gosport Navy Yard in time to witness its destruction and aban- 
donment by the U. S. Authorities ; resigned his commission in the 
U. S. Navy and was appointed by Gov. Letcher to a similar 
position in the Virginia Navy. Was subsequently appointed in 
the Confederate States Navy and later promoted to Chief Con- 
structor, a position created by the Confederate Congress espe- 
cially for him. While in the Confederate service he designed a 
number of iron-clads for harbor defence, among them the Mer- 
rimac and Albemarle, also several sea-going iron-clads and tor- 
pedo boats. Was at Wilmington, N. C, when the Confederates 
evacuated it, fell back with the retiring forces and surrendered 
with Gen. Jos. E. Johnston's army at Greensboro, N. C, in 1865. 
See also "Record of Norfolk County," 1861-1862, by John W. 
H. Porter 8 (son of John L. Porter), for a sketch of John L. 
Porter's connection with the Merrimac or Virginia. 

Origin of the Virginia Hamlins. — This name is spelled 
variously in the old records: Hamblyn, Hamelyn, Hamelin and 
Hamlin. For many years the Hamlins lived in Charles City 
County in that portion which was in 1702 erected into the county 
of Prince George and the name may still be found in the vicinity. 
As the years passed by members of the family went into 
Surry, Amelia and others of the counties on the south side of the 
James River and scarcely is there a county in that part of Vir- 
ginia in which there is not at least a deed in which some one of 
the name appears as either grantee or grantor. The destruction 
of the greater part of the records of Charles City, Prince George 
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and Dinwiddie Counties (the total destruction of the latter) will, 
however, prevent any complete history of the family from being 
worked out. 

The abstracts of patents given below show the early date at 
which the Hamlins came into the colony of Virginia. 

On 25 February, 1638, a patent was issued to Stephen Ham- 
blyn for 250 acres in Charles River County (York) on Queen's 
Creek adjoining Richard Popely and from the lands of the said 
Popely east upon a marsh towards the Pallisadoes. The said 
land due to the said Hamblyn for his "personal adventure" and 
for the transportation of John Dixon, Oliver Jucke, Elizabeth 
Marmore and one negro. On 17 November, 1642, Stephen Ham- 
blyn was granted 400 acres in the county of York at head of 
Queen's Creek, west side of the Mill Swamp, adjoining land of 
Captain Popeley, and due to the said Hamblyn for the transporta- 
tion of Richard Oliver, Benjamin Pillard, Ambrose Bowly, Jon 
Harrison, Tho Buller, Tho Hynde, Sarah Bennett and Robert 
Tarbrooke. 

On 26 October, 1650, Mr. Stephen Hamelin was granted 
1250 acres in Charles City County upon the head of Wionoke 
(south), Matsheos Creek and the land of Mr. Cantrell (east), 
"Old Man's Creek," Queens Creek (west) and into the woods 
(north). The said land was due for the transportation of Jno 
Bay, Henry Rice, Anth Chandler, Wm. Pylor, Wm. Choldnedge, 
Richard Arundell, Tho Mason, George Haynes, Samll Parry, 
Thos Powell, Peter Mason, Wm Hurt, Tho Howell, Samll Good- 
win, Thomas Harris, Robert Taylor, Tho ap Richard, Jonas 
Alport, John Woodson, Edward Buckingham, Robert Fryth, Gab 
Robinson, Clement Whidow, Robert Crouch and Edward 
Thruston. 

On 29 March, 1666, Stephen Hamelyn was granted 1400 
acres in Charles City County according to the ancient and lawful 
bounds of the said land, being formerly granted to Mr. Stephen 
Hamelyn, deceased, and lately found to escheat as by proceedings 
3 March, 1665, and is now granted to said Stephen Hamelyn 
provided "that the widow and relict of said Stephen Hamelyn, 
deceased, be no way prejudiced in her thirds and that she may en- 
joy the same in as full and ample manner to all intents and pur- 
poses as any other widow of his Majesty's natural born subjects." 



